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with the interior, was Rutupiae (Richborough), the massive forti-
fications of which testify at the present day to the importance
that was attached to it as securing the line of transit from the
continent Between Rutupiae and Londinium a road ran by way
of Durovernum (Canterbury) and Durobrivae (Rochester); and
the great commercial centre was also connected with the south
coast on the side of Sussex by another road (Stone Street), which
started from Regnum (Chichester). The Midlands
were traversed from south-east to north-west by
Watling Street, which reached from Londinium
by way of Verulamium (St. Albans) to Viroconium (Wroxeter),
not far from Shrewsbury at the confluence of the Tern and
the Severn. Wroxeter, the numerous Roman remains at which
have obtained for it the name of the English Pompeii, was the
station of the Fourteenth legion; and its importance from a
military point of view arose from its proximity to the Welsh
border, where the mountain tribes maintained their independence
after the rest of the country had been brought under the Roman
rule. The other fortresses on the same frontier were Deva
(Chester), further to the north, where, as we have already re-
marked, the Twentieth legion was posted, and towards the south
Isca (Caerleon in Monmouthshire), the station of the Second
legion. Transversely to the line of Watling Street posse Wa
the Fosse Way followed a direction from south-
west to north-east. Commencing at Isca Dumnoniorum (Exeter),
it passed across Somersetshire to the Roman township of Aquae
Sulis (Bath), and then took a straight course by Durocornuvium
(Cirencester) to Lindum (Lincoln). The last-named place was
reached also by a road called Ermine Street,
which started from Camulodunum (Colchester), s^Jine
the seat of the earliest Roman colony which was
established in Britain, and traversed the eastern part of the
country: this was continued beyond Lindum by Danum (Don-
caster) to Eburacum (York), and ultimately reached Luguvallium
(Carlisle), which was situated on the line of Hadrian's wall
Finally, a road which is known as Icknield Street
ran in a direction almost parallel to the Fosse
Way from Glevum (Gloucester) to Doncaster. It